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SPECTACLE MAKERS 
ON PARADE 

With the best weather for a Lord Mayor's Parade since 1634 
(apparently), the Spectacle Makers made their own splash in 
this year's Lord Mayor's Show Parade this year with a very 
important message: LOOK AFTER YOUR VISION! 

Taking part in the Show is not something any Livery Company 
does lightly. Creating designs for the Show is an industry in its 
own right and the most ambitious floats can cost as much as 
£25,000. We are certainly not in that league! The Court agreed 
in May that it would support the proposal to enter a float but 
with a tightly controlled budget and an eye health message. 

So a small planning group got to work and out of our membership 
emerged some wonderfully creative people. Freeman Tom 
Broughton and his team at Cubitts designed over-sized Snellen 
charts and Ishihara boards spelling out "WCSM". Liverymen Mo 
and Tim Webb procured a giant Mascot Lemtosh spectacle 
frame, professionally made by an ex-film set designer to resist 
wind and water. There was a more "Blue Peter" approach to 
the accompanying eyeballs, made from nylon lampshades with 
laminated blue irises, sewn into place and taped by the Clerk 
and a Senior Court Assistant less than 24 hours before the 
show. 
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Bright green and yellow sweatshirts bearing the Achievement 
of Arms were sponsored by Nikon UK and brought everything 
together. But it was our umbrellas that really caught the eye. 
With blue or brown irises on the outside and an OCT retinal 
image on the inside, the umbrellas reflected the new Lord 
Mayor's wish to see digital technology featured in the Parade to 
align with his theme, "Shaping tomorrow's City today". 
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The stars of the Show were undoubtedly our 50 valiant 
volunteers. From all parts of the country, across many 
professions, Freemen and Liverymen offered us their time and 
energy. The names were drawn out of a hat and what fantastic 
representatives they were! One of the greatest pleasures of the 
day was seeing 5 student winners of WCSM Education Trust 
bursaries and travel awards walking alongside experienced 
ophthalmologists, optometrists, dispensing opticians and 
orthoptists and going home enthused, engaged and feeling 
part of one amazing team. 

Thank you to everyone who took part, those who watched and 
waited for us along the route - those cheers really carried us 
along - and all those who supported us from home or work. 
The day was summed up by a special message from the Lord 
Mayor's Office: 

Trainee Ophthalmologist Dr Yan Ning Neo with student 
orthoptist Chioma Ezenwoye (behind the eyeballj 

"WOW - A FANTASTIC 
SHOW -AND WELL DONE 
TO ALL!" 
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THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY
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NEW LIVERYMEN CLOTHED ON 5 JUNE 2018
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